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52 nd Annual Awards Dinner  

This  publication is funded in part by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. 

Department of State under the authority of the Fulbright - Hays Act of 1961, amended.  

The Honorable Patricia Marks ,  
Josephine M. Perini  (Dinner Chair),  

Michael Leach  
 

Hoffman B. Moka Lantum , 
speaker and recipient  of 

International Citizen Award  

The RIC Annual Awards Dinner took place at Gatherings at Daisy Flour 

Mill on Sunday, April 19 . We enjoyed the beautiful Ellison Park view 

through the large picture windows, and the music of Al Biles  and 

GenJam during the Social Hour. After a delicious international buffet 

dinner, awards were presented  to :  
 

Michael D. Leach , Outstanding Service to the International 

Visitor Leadership Program.  Mike Leach, Senior Administrative 

Analyst for the City of Rochester, is Mayor Duffyôs liaison to 

International  Siste r Cities of Rochester (ISCOR). H e assists RIC in 

scheduling City Hall appointments for international visitors, putting 

together meetings that fit IVLP participant interests . In addition, Mike 

serves as an ISCOR liaison to RIC.  
 

New York State Courts  in Monroe County , Outstanding Service to the International Visitor 

Leadership Program . The Honorable  Patricia Marks accepted the award on behalf of the Monroe 

County Hall of Justice judges and staff .  Whenever RIC hosts a group for judicial topics, they a re 

welcomed by the courts. Not only do IVLP participants get to observe courtroom proceedings  and meet 

with judges to discuss common issues, but they are also invited to join the judges in their weekly coffee.  
 

Bernie OôConnor, Distinguished Volunteer Awar d . Bernie was recognized for his work on the Board of 

Directors and organizing events, as well as his special efforts made on behalf of international students and 

visitors.  
  

Jeff Cox , Outstanding Volunteer Award . Jeff received this award for the exception al amount of time 

and effort he has contributed in providing significant leadership to RIC. Jeff is always willing to share his 

professional expertise with the board, and ensures that all points of view are heard at board meetings .  
                                  

Hoffman B. Moka Lantum, MD, PhD , International Citizen Award . Dr. 

Lantum received this award for his significant contribution to the community in 

the field of international understanding. Moka is the founder of the Baobab 

Cultural Center, a c ommunity gathering -place and resource center for arts, 

culture, and dialogue on Africa and the African Diaspora .  
 

For RIC, he has served as a resource for the International Visitor Leadership 

Program.  He serves on the board of the African Society for Toxi cological 

Sciences, and organized three workshops in Africa in the health and 

environmental science s. An active philanthropist, he is an advisor to school 

projects in Cameroon and Sudan, and has raised funds for supplies for a hospital 

in Cameroon through Intervol, a local nonprofit.   Mokaôs talk first outlined his 

connection to the IVLP.  For example, hosting African leaders led to a  conference 
   continued on Page 2  
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Over the last several months, the Board has been finding out 

more about what RIC members want, and evaluating ways of 

strengthening and serving the membership.   Three su mmer 

forum discussions attracted 57 members, and many were also 

contacted by phone.   We thank everyone for the thoughtful 

feedback!  
 

The summer meetings, coordinated by Josephine M. Perini, Kim Barrett, Jean Sikora, and Ellen 

Zuroski , have already led to s everal new initiatives.   For example, friendship students are now emailed 

with FAQs (see pages 5 -6) and the name of their host, and the Global Perspectives program is being 

reinvigorated.   The Membership Committee ( Lisa Larson Read, Clemencia Delosrios Bat man, Audra 

Dion, Jessica Clawson, and Molly Jolliff ), built upon that to propose regular member socials, which we 

will be piloting this spring. Other initiatives are still in the planning stages.  
 

This spring, an ad hoc Communications Committee will also b e reviewing how we inform and support 

members, as well as how we can raise RICôs profile in the community.  If you or someone you know has 

communications experience (especially with non -profit organizations), and would like to serve on the 

committee, pleas e contact Judy Weinstein .    
 

We are very interested in having more members join in on committee work, developing events, and 

planning other initiatives.   We are in the process of contacting those who expressed such interest.   It is 

never too late, so, if y ou would like to be more involved please contact us.  
 

Finally, I let the board know in the fall that I will not run again for the role of Board President.   I will, 

however, remain actively involved in RIC because I believe strongly in the mission and  am co nfident that 

the leadership will carry on the important work of RIC.   
 

I think youôll agree that this is a great issue of Interfaces, capturing just some of the energy and 

outstanding work of members.   A special thanks to all of RICôs supporters and a warm welcome to all our 

new members (listed on page 11).   Best wishes to everyone for a great 2010!  

 

 

 

52 nd  Annual Awards Dinner -  continued from Page 1  

training in Cameroon on chemical  risk assessment and good laboratory practices .  Moka noted his pride 

that Baobab had ñemerged as a óhome away from homeô for many African visitors in Rochester.ò  He then 

discussed his hopes for the planned new Baobab facility, which will ñbenefit Rochester by adding to its 

cultural richness. ò   
 

Moka shared his goal of securing land  for this new facility, to be built using earthen technology . It will be a 

living museum, and a resource and tourist attraction in the region . By sharing the goals and rational e with 

groups like RIC, Moka hopes to increase community involvement, leading t o a successful Cultural Center.  

Coming full circle, this will add to the richness of Rochester, which RIC then share s with international 

visitors and students.  
 

Many thanks to Josephine M. Perini, Dinner Committee Chair,  for planning the dinner arrangements with 

committee members Mary Ann Campbell, Pat Pogue and Beverly Zajkowski , and to Awards 

Committee Chair Doreen Smethurst  and member Hank McLeod  for the thought that went int o their 

selection of recipients . This year's committee is planning the 53rd Annual Awards Dinner for Sunday, May 

2, 2010. We hope that you will join  us.                         -   Judy Weinstein  
 

RIC Annual Meeting  
The annual meeting of Rochester Internati onal Council was held on May 4. The sole order of business was 

the annual election. The proposed slate for the 2008 -09 Board was unanimously elected:  
 

Jeffrey Cox (President)  

Molly M. Jolliff (V P, Development)  

Josephine M. Perini (VP , International Visito rs)  

Kathleen Powers (Secretary)  

Kimberlie Barrett (Treasurer)  

Clemencia Delosrios Batman  

Brenda Campbell   

Jessica Clawson  

Audra Dion  

Mary DeLaney Hale  

Edwin Nguti  

Sonja Phongsavanh  

Lisa Larson Read  

Tanya Schueler -Choukairi  

Doreen Smethurst   
Beverly Z ajkowski  

Ellen Zuroski              
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Mary Ann Campbell , Jim Genthner , Hank McLeod , Bernie OôConnor, Girija V. Naidu , and Pat 

Pogue  have stepped down from the board because of other commitments. Hank continues to serve as 

Friendship Volunteer coordinator wit h his wife, Sheila .  The board thanks all of them for their service to 

RIC.  

I n appreciation of his many years of service to RIC, Hank was presented with a digital 

photo frame with photos of him and his Friendship Students, and a folder of notes of 

appreci ation written by his students.  
 
The word "appreciation" means to be thankful and express admiration, approval, or gratitude. It also means 
to grow or appreciate in value. As you appreciate life, you become more valuable ðboth to yourself and 
others.  Sara Paddison, Hidden Power of the Heart  
 
 

NCIV Northeastern Regional Meeting  
Josephine M. Perini , RIC Vice President for International Visitors, and Judy Weinstein , 

RIC Executive Director, recently attended the National Council for International Visitors 

(NCIV) Northeastern Regional Meeting, held this August in Cleveland.  The Meeting 

provided them opportunities to network with representatives of other regional NCIV 

members, as well as national programming agencies and the U.S. Department of State.  

 

Many of the sessions provided new insights into U.S. public diplomacy, the IV Leadership Program, and 

current U.S. foreign policy.  Others strengthened the programming skills of NCIV members, and helped 

attendees understand methods of social networking, fundraisin g, and strengthening CIV organizations in 

the current economic climate.  

 

Two highlights of the Regional Meeting were hearing from Carol Grabauskas,  Deputy Director of the 

Office of International Visitors, and learning more about Alma R. Candelaria,  the ne w Director of the 

Office, who attended the conference and was an active participant in the sessions  (see page 4) .                   
       -  Judy Weinstein  

 

IVLP National Accomplishments  
Carol L. Grabauskas, Deputy Director of the Office of International V isitors, gave examples of the 

accomplishments of the IVLP, including:  

 

ü One-quarter of all current heads of state of 

UN member nations are IVLP alumni.  Itôs 

remarkable to think that 48 of 192 UN 

member states are led by folks like those 

who have toured yo ur towns, and even dined 

with you in your homes!  

 

ü Just this year, two IV alumni became heads 

of state ï Morgan Richard Zsvangirai, the 

Prime Minister of Zimbabwe, and Dalia 

Grybauskaite, the new President -elect of 

Lithuania, who also is the first woman to  

hold that office.  

ü Other IVLP women alumnae are breaking 

new ground in their countries. On March 30, 

2009, Mariama Alassane was elected as First 

Vice President of Nigerôs National Assembly. 

This is the first time a woman has held this 

position in the nati onal legislature.  

 

ü Further, in Kuwait ôs spring election, four 

women were elected to Parliament for the 

first time.  Two are IVLP alumnae, including 

one who in 2005 became Kuwaitôs first 

female cabinet minister.  

 

Deputy Director Grabauskas also quoted Pr esident Obama, who said while visiting Turkey in 2009.  

ñExchanges can break down walls between us, for when people come together and speak to one another 

and share a common experience, then their common humanity is revealed.ò  

 

She reminded the NCIV Region al Meeting audience that ñas citizen diplomats working at the grassroots 

level, you are in a unique position to reveal the America you know ï a diverse country that strives to value 

freedom and dignity and respect for all human beings, whatever their race,  religion or political beliefs.ò 
continued on page 4  
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Alma R. 
Candelaria  

Alma R. 
Candelari a 

continued from page 3  

So, when youôre asked to provide home hospitality for international visitors or drive them to appointments 

or cultural opportunities, consider ñthe privilege you have as citizen diplomats, creating ripple effects 

thatéimpactéthe course of history.ò 

 

Meet the New Department of State I nternational Visitor Director  
Alma R. Candelaria  joined the U.S. Department of State in July 2009 as the 

Director of the Office of International Visit ors, in the Bureau of Educational and 

Cultural Affairs.   

 

She was born in El Paso, Texas, but was raised in Southern California.  Ms. 

Candelaria has always had a public service bent, beginning her career locally with 

city and state offices, then moving to  Washington, DC in 1987 to begin a long and 

varied career on Capitol Hill.   She joined the Clinton Administration in 199 3 as a 

Legislative Officer, and later in the U.S. Department of Labor, then the Small 

Business Administration.  In 2001, she joined the  Office of Compliance (U.S. House 

of Representatives), an independent non -partisan agency which administers and 

enforces the Congressional Accountability Act.  

 

From October 2007 through July 2009, Ms. Candelaria took on a variety of policy -oriented profes sional 

projects, leading or advising companies in solving real world problems.  She relishes understanding how 

policy is made and being able to influence the process for the good.  In her down time, Ms. Candelaria 

enjoys trading stock options, gardening an d writing. She recently authored a childrenôs book on success 

principles.  

 

At an October reception at the German Embassy, Ms. Candelaria ñcommend[ed] NCIV for its role in the 

success of the IVLP, saying, óthank you for your passion and your commitment; volunteerism is not easy, 

and what you do is wonderful workô ñ(from NCIV Network News, Volume XLIV, Number 9).  RIC welcomes 

Ms. Candelaria as the new leader of the Office of International Visitors.  

 

Recent IVLP Programs  
July was a very busy month with 5 dele gations from the International Visitor Leadership Program arriving 

in Rochester from July 12 -21, 2009.  

 

July 12 -15, NGOs and Civic Activism, Thailand, 4 visitors + 2 interpreters  

July 12 -16, NGO Management, Iraq, 9+2  

July 14 -16, Human Trafficking, Thailan d, 1+1  

July 18 -21, Administration of Justice, Italy, 1+1  

July 21 -24, Law Enforcement: Protection of Minors, Spain, 4+2  

 

Four more groups were here for their professional and cultural appointments in September and October.  
 

Aug. 30 -Sept. 2, Community Coa lition Building, Israel, 6+1  

Sept. 24 -26, Fighting International Crime, Moldova, 6+2  

Sept. 29 -Oct. 3, Countering Gender Violence, S. Africa, 4+1  

Oct. 21 -24, Religious and Public Education, Saudi Arabia, 8+3  

 

I would like to express sincere appreciation to the many volunteers who opened their homes for Dinner 

with the International Visitors , as well as those who helped with the numerous driving requests.  

 

Home Hospitality hosts included Lois and Ron Dworsky, Harriette Royer, Mara and Arterez Ahmed, 

Donna and Michael Goldberg, Nicole and Jeff Cox, Gerri and Wally Mauer, Judy and Wil Hunter, 

Marlene Caroselli, Lynda Howland, Kristine Frederick  and  Constance Valk .  

 

Drivers included Amy Roll, Ron  and Lois Dworsky, Pat Pogue, Cookie Campbell, Kathy Powers, 

Dia Lawrence, Bill Mathews  and Jean Sikora .                   continued on Page 5   
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continued from Page 4   

The visitors remarked in their evaluations how thankful they were both to the hosts who invited them for 

an evening of dinner and conversation, and to the  drivers, who  I often have to recruit at the last minute 

depending on their requests.   
 

I would also like to thank Deb  Koen , President and CEO of Career Development Services, who facilitated 

the final synthesis session for the delegation from South Africa.   
 

If you would like to assist us either with hosting Dinner with the Visitors  and/or driving them to cult ural 

activities, shopping, or similar activities, please contact me at 288 -5607 or JMBlackbird2000@yahoo.com.  
                                                                                                                                                       -  Josephine M. Perini  
 

Friendship Volunteers Update  
Hank and Sheila McLeod  have placed about 100 

students with Friendship Volunteers.  Applicat ions 

from new arrivals continue to come in, as well as 

students who hear about the wonderful 

experiences their friends are having.  So, we still 

need more people to serve as Friendship 

Volunteers, or existing Friendship Volunteers to 

take more students.  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

While international students may have different 

needs today than in past decades, they still need a 

welcome to the U.S. and someone to help them 

during their adjustment period.  And, as our 

economy becomes more global, we need to have 

personal connec tions with those from other 

countries.  Wonôt you consider calling Hank and 

Sheila at 621 -1054 or writing to Hank at 

hankmcld@yahoo.com  to volunteer to take an 

additional student?  
 

Half the students are from China, with India a 

distant second, and there ar e also students from 

Australia, Bangladesh, Colombia, Ethiopia, France, 

Guatemala, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, 

Pakistan, Kenya, Russia, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, 

Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Vietnam, and Zimbabwe.  
 

Please encourage your friends, especially those 

with young families, to join Rochester International 

Council so that they can have an engaging young 

person from another country become part of the 

family.  Friendship Students join hosts for home 

dinners, museums or shopping, day trips, or even 

just  coffee. Memb ership information is on page 11 .  
 

One of the suggestions at the membership 

meetings held during the summer was that 

students be told of their assignments to Friendship 

Volunteers by the office so as to allay any unease 

they might have in res ponding to an email from a 

stranger. The office started doing that 

immediately, and includes the ñFrequently Asked 

Questions for Friendship Studentsò (see following).   
 

If your assigned students havenôt responded to 

your emails, please let the office know  so that we 

can track the student down. By the same token, 

please contact your student as soon as possible 

after the assignment is made, even if just to say 

that you are very busy now, but will meet with 

them soon.  
 

Thank you to everyone who hosts Friendsh ip 

Students ï your efforts are greatly appreciated!  

-  Hank McLeod  and  Judy Weinstein  

FAQs for Friendship Students  
The following handout is now being distributed to all Friendship Students, to help them understand what 

to expect from Friendship Volunteers.   

 

Q. How often will I see my Friendship Volunteer?  

A. That depends on your schedule and that of your host family.  

 

Q. What will I do with my Friendship Volunteer?  

A. Precisely what host families do with students depends upon the interests of both the stude nt and the 

host.  

 

Q. My Friendship Volunteer has invited me, but I donôt know if I will be able to make it. What 

should I do?                       continued on page 6  
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continued from  page 5  

A. Reply to your host as soon as you receive the invitation and a sk when a definite commitment is 

needed.  
 

Q. Iôm too busy with schoolwork or friends to see my Friendship Volunteer. What should I do? 

A. Let your host know that while you appreciate the invitations, you wonôt be able to see the host. If you 

wish to contin ue receiving invitations, let the host know that. If you just want to maintain phone or email 

contact or no longer wish to continue the relationship, tell the host. Hosts will be very happy to hear that 

you have made a good adjustment and have lots of frie nds.  
 

Q. My Friendship Volunteer has invited me and my roommate would like to come also. Can I 

just bring him along?  

A. Do not bring uninvited guests ï but you can ask the host if it would be possible for your roommate to 

join you. You can also suggest th at your roommate applies for a Friendship Volunteer.  
 

Q. I accepted an invitation from my Friendship Volunteer, but now I canôt go. 

What should I do?  

A. Let your host know as soon as possible. Remember that your host may not check 

email on a daily basis, so if you are canceling a day or two before the event, call your 

host. Before canceling, think about what kind of event you have been invited to. If 

the host has planned a special dinner with you as guest of honor, you should not 

cancel unless you have a v ery important reason to do so. If you have not spoken 

directly to your host, do not assume that an email was read or a voice -mail heard or 

that a message given to a child was delivered!  
 

Q. My Friendship Volunteer has invited me. What time should I show up ? 

A. Americans place great emphasis on punctuality. If someone is picking you up, you should be waiting for 

them. If you are coming to someoneôs home, arrive within five to ten minutes after the invited time, but 

never early.  
 

Q. What should I wear?  

A. Cas ual clothes are usually appropriate. If you wish to wear your national attire, that would certainly be 

acceptable, but not necessary. When in doubt, check with your host.  
 

Finding Old Friends on Facebook  

Many of you may be 

Facebook addicts 

already.  Thi s article is 

for those who may be 

wondering what all the 

fuss is about or how they can get started, or who 

may not even know about this great tool for 

connecting to international students and others we 

may have lost touch with.   

 

A Time  magazine article, ñWhy Facebook is for Old 

Fogiesò (February 12, 2009, www.time.com), got 

me to give it a try, and itôs been a lot of fun!  Who 

more needs to find people from the past than RIC 

members who have dealt with perhaps dozens of 

international students over the yea rs? Let's see if 

we can find them...are they in Silicon Valley or in 

southern India?  Did they return to China or are 

they pursuing their studies in the US?  

 

Interested?  Great!  Go to www. facebook.com  and 

sig n up. You can't look at other people's information 

until you sign up. You use your real name, so 

others can find you, but always consider each piece 

of information you put out there.  For example, this 

is a good place to use a second e -mail address if 

you don't want your main address used.  Beyond 

your name and e -mail, you can give as much or as 

little information about yourself as you wish. Your 

hometown might be a good idea. You can adjust 

your privacy settings at any time you want so 

nothing is final.   Post a picture on your  profile  if you 

wish...I'm the one in the red coat riding away on a 

camel.  

 

Start searching. The little search box in the upper 

right corner is a good start, or click on the Friends 

button at the top and start searching. Try a 

studentôs name, old email address, or name of 

college or workplace.  The searching is pretty 

intuitive. When you find someone you want to 

contact, you can send them an interior e -mail 

through Facebook, or invite them to be your friend. 

You may be surprised with ho w many students you 

can find, and they will be surprised to hear from 

you by this method.            continued on page 7  

http://facebook.com/
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continued from  page 6  

Facebook is also an excellent way to keep in touch 

with current students.  You can follow their 

activities and the y can follow yours.   You can post 

pictures from events you attended with them so 

that they can share them with their friends.  RIC 

now also has a ñGroupò on Facebook, you can join 

that too and be updated on our activities.   You can 

post pictures from your student events there too.  
 

Please remember, however, that Facebook is a 

public site.  The same connections and openness 

that make FB dynamic and interesting require 

discretion when choosing privacy settings, creating 

your profile and writing posts, and cho osing 

"friends."  For example, some people who 

join //////////////////////////////////////////////////////  

 

j oin  primarily for social purposes do not ñfriendò 

professional colleagues, or vice versa.  Also, FB 

recently changed default privacy settings and 

company policies, which control who sees what 

parts of your profile and "wall" (not just your posts, 

but also photos or notes added by friends).  If 

you're not experienced with social networks, you 

may want to talk to an experienced FB user to get 

started.  
 

With these tips in mind, Facebook is a great way to 

connect with past friends and stay in touch with 

current ones, and to satisfy your curiosity about 

former international student friends.   Enjoy!  
-   Judy Kroon

 

Intercultural Book Review  
Kabul Beauty S chool  by 

Deborah Rodriguez  
  

Soon after the fall of the 

Taliban, in 2001, Deborah 

Rodriguez went to Afghanistan 

as part of a group offering 

humanitarian aid to this war -

torn nation. Surrounded by 

men and women whose skills ï 

as doctors, nurses, and 

therapi sts ï seemed eminently 

more practical than her own, 

Rodriguez, a hairdresser, despaired of being of any 

real use. Once her profession became known, 

however, she was sought out by Westerners  

desperate for a good haircut, and by Afghan 

women, who have a lon g and proud tradition of 

running their own beauty salons.  

Rodriguez opened the Kabul Beauty School in 2003. 

She stumbled through language barriers, 

overstepped cultural customs, and constantly 

juggled the challenges of a postwar nation even as 

she learned  how to empower her students to 

become their familiesô breadwinners by learning the 

fundamentals of coloring techniques, haircutting, 

and makeup. As in beauty parlors everywhere, the 

women shared their stories and their hearts. The 

book tells the remarkabl e tale of an extraordinary 

community of women who come together and learn 

the arts of perms, friendship, and freedom.  
-   Judy Weinstein  

 

Read a good international or intercultural book 

lately?  How about a movie?  Share your thoughts 

and recommendations with  other RIC members by 

emailing a review to Judy Weinstein at jw@rifc.org, 

for consideration in future Interfaces .  

Maple Sugar Tour  
                           

The weather was unexpectedly wonderful for the 

last weekend in March!  Students enjoyed the r ide 

down to Cumming Nature Center.  Some expressed 

surprise to see farm animals, as they had not yet 

seen cows or horses on an American farm. The 

Center is so well organized that the group of 46 

passed through the breakfast line without a wait.  

Pancakes, sausage, juice and coffee or tea for all, 

plus endless quantities maple syrup.  
 

We explored the stuffed animal displays and the 

photographs of local wildflowers before heading out 

on the demonstration trail. The students bored 

holes in stumps, hammered in  taps, and stuck out 

their fingers to catch a drip of maple sap and taste  

 the faint sweetness themselves. Then on to the sap 

house where vats of sap were in the process of 

being boiled down to syrup. Most students then 

joined the trek to the 

other side o f the 

property, down 

through the lane of 

red pines to the 

creek, past the beds 

of fresh watercress, 

and on to the beaver 

ponds.  The cameras 

went wild as the 

students spotted four 

animals and believed 

the beaver had 

returned to the pond.  

The charming crit ters turned out to be muskrats, 

but all were pleased to see animals in the wild .                  

continued on page 8  
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As always, there were great conversations, 

including discussions of the growth of the 

Northeastôs maple syrup industry with the 

Abolitionist Movement, which boycotted sugar as a    

 

 

product of the slave system.  The students also had 

questions about the species of trees and animals.  

Overall it was a wonderful time, with the bonus of 

no jackets or gloves!            -  Terry May  

Student Trip to Corning  
In April, Lisa and Aaron Read  led  a bus full of students 

in touring Corningôs Rockwell Museum of Western Art and 

Corning Museum of Glass.  At the Rockwell, docents 

guided us through rooms devoted to all aspects of 

Weste rn art, including extensive traditional and 

contemporary Native American art.  Paintings, sculptures, 

and cultural objects conveyed different perspectives on 

the idea of ñthe West.ò  Some compared what they 

learned of Native Americans to issues of indigeno us 

peoples in their own countries.  The students enjoyed 

learning about this part of America and its history, 

especially since many may not visit the West during their 

studies here.   
 

After a short bus ride to the Corning Museum and a pizza 

lunch, student s split into two groups for three activities.  In the Hot Glass Show, students watched a 

master glassmaker create a vase in a demonstration furnace.  A tour of the galleries drew oohs and aahs 

at everything from ancient glass artifacts and Venetian masterp ieces to modern, room -size sculptures.  

Finally, students got to design a glass and watch it be sandblasted, taking the glass home as a souvenir of 

their visit.   
 

Thanks to Judy Weinstein  for helping coordinate the arrangements and transportation.  Lisa a nd Aaron 

also greatly appreciated the assistance of Marina , a U of R graduate student who rose to the occasion and 

helped with bus check - in and especially by leading the second group of students through their activities.  

Jessica Clawson  will be leading th is yearôs trip in April!         -   Lisa Read  
 

International Wives Group Picnic  
The International Wives Group finished off another year of varied 

programs with a picnic in Genesee Valley Park. The weather was 

perfect, enabling the children to use the pla yground. Members of 

the group, their children, visiting mothers, and RIC volunteers all 

brought dishes. As usual, there was a wide variety of food, with 

much cross -cultural explanation required. The picnic climaxed with 

strawberry shortcakes assembled on t he spot by Jane Cole , 

International Wives coordinator. At the end of the picnic, farewells 

were made ï some just for the summer, but some of indefinite 

duration as husbands finished their studies in Rochester. We hope 

to stay in touch with those who have r eturned to their own 

countries or moved on to other locations in the U.S.            -  Jane Cole  
 

 

On November 9,  2009,  Secretary of State Hillary Clinton met with U.S. Embassy personnel and their 

families in Berlin, Germany, and expressed her appreciation for the robust public diplomacy efforts of the 

Embassy there.  In her comments, Clinton made special mention of the IVLP, and noted her interest in 

increasing the number of International Visitors who come to the United States.  She remarked: "Yesterday 

at the dinner that the Atlantic Council sponsored, two of the leading German speakers -  one from the past, 

one the foreign minister, very much from the present and the future -  talked about what it meant to them 

to have participated in the International Visit ors Program in the United States. I would like to see us 

redouble our efforts, particularly reaching out to young Germans, and particularly those from the east, to 

build a strong foundation of understanding and respect. ò 
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RICôs Annual Welcome Event, held on September 13 at Greece Canal 

Park, was once again a great day, bringing together international 

students and RIC members.  The lodge was packed with barbecue and 

lots of other great food from RIC members, interesting conversation, 

and stud ents and members enjoying the lovely day.  Students played 

badminton, Frisbee, and other games on the grounds, or enjoyed 

walking around the park.   
 

Jeff Cox  officially welcomed the newly arrived international students, 

and spoke briefly about what RIC m embers and international students 

gain by connecting.  It was also a great occasion for international 

students to meet and compare notes on their first few weeks, or even 

days, so far in the U.S.  Friendships were begun, phone numbers 

exchanged, and plans made to get together soon!  
 

Once again, Bernie OôConnor did a fabulous job organizing all the 

volunteers and food preparations.  There never seems to be a shortage 

of volunteers for this event since members that attend are always 

pitching in.  T hank you to  all the many helpers who made the W elcome 

Picnic a success.                 -   Lisa Read  

 

Upcoming Events  
Country Western Line Dancing  

Friday, February 19, 6:30 �± 9:00 pm .  
If you enjoyed the Square Dance, donôt miss the fun of Line Dancing ï you 

donôt even need a partner.  Join international students as an instructor 

teaches everything you need to know for this popular American dance form.  

Brighton Town Park, 777 Westfall Rd.  
 

Maple Sugar Tour and Pancake Breakfast at Cumming Nature Center  

Saturday, Ma rch 20  

Make sure your international students know about this popular event, and let us know if youôd like to 

attend!  
     

Wine Tasting at the Strathallan  

Friday, March 26  

Bring your friends to sample an assortment of international wines presented by certi fied 

sommelier Holly Howell  and a sumptuous Viennese dessert buffet, while supporting RICôs 

programs for students and international visitors. $35 per person; reserve through the RIC 

office.  
 

Corning Museum of Glass  and Rockwell Museum of Western History  

Su nday, April  18  

This trip was also a hit last year, so tell your students to sign up as soon as their international advisor  

announces it.  Trip fee (TBA) will include admission to both museums, lunch, and transportation.  
 

�0�H�P�E�H�U�V���+�R�U�V���G�¶�2�H�X�Y�U�H�V���3�R�W�O�X�F�N���6�R�F�Lal  

April; Exact Date TBA  

Enjoy a relaxing afternoon socializing with other RIC members at the house of Clemencia Delosrios 

Batman.  There is no formal program; discuss what you do with your Friendship Students or your s pring 

plans.   Adults only, please.  C ontact the RIC office to RSVP with Clemencia . 
 

53 rd  Annual Awards Dinner  

Sunday, May 2   

Join us as we celebrate those in RIC and in the community who have promoted international culture in 

Rochester.  We look forward to seeing all RIC members for dinner! 

Welcome Picnic  


